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STUDIES IN THE BOOK OF REVELATION 
10  “A Peek Behind the Scenes of History!”
Scripture:  Revelation 12:1-17
Theme:  “Satan’s hostility toward the Jew and the church reveal his reaction to the victorious Christ.”                      
Introduction:
Reading the Book of Revelation,  especially the chapters that describe the wrath of God upon the wicked and the persecution of the servants of God, may leave the reader with questions.  What is going on here?  Is this tribulation just God pouring out His wrath on the wicked?  What about all the persecution of Christians…How do we understand that?  Why does the non-Christian world hate the Jews, Christians, and the church so much?
This twelfth chapter answers these questions by giving a behind-the-scenes insight.  John now sets the end-time events into a broader perspective, reminding the readers that a cosmic, spiritual battle is taking place.  What’s happening on earth during this tribulation period is more than God’s wrath coming upon an ungodly humanity.  There also exists a spiritual conflict between Satan and the people of God.  That’s the reason why God’s people have been persecuted and continue to be persecuted throughout the age.

In Genesis 3:15, we read of God’s response to Satan after Adam and Eve sinned by yielding to Satan’s temptation: “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her seed; and he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” From this point Satan has been at war, a spiritual warfare, with the people of God throughout history.  This enmity of Satan reaches its climax and full accomplishment, in the coming of Christ, the crucifixion, and the resurrection of Jesus Christ. In this twelfth chapter of Revelation, John depicts this internal, behind-the-scenes conflict with Satan.  The picture portrayed is viewed from a heavenly perspective.  Satan is at enmity with the “seed of the woman”, Jesus, who is destined to destroy him.  Realizing that he could not stop the crucified and risen Lamb, (who becomes the Lion), Satan now pursues “her off-spring,” the people of God which consists of both the Jewish people and the church.
What a reminder to the church that our struggles, our sufferings, and our battles are not just with flesh and blood, (people who persecute Christians,) but behind it all there exists principalities and powers who are at war with God..  Because it’s a spiritual conflict, Christians must learn how to use their spiritual armor and God-given resources to endure and to be victorious, over spiritual principalities, as well as, anti-Christ  power.
I.  THE SIGN IN HEAVEN (12:1-6)
1     After the seventh trumpet sounded (11:15-19), what “great and wonderous sign” did John observe in heaven? (12:1-2)  How did John describe the vision?        
·    Who does the woman represent?  (Gen 37: 9-10)  and who does the child represent?    Gen. 3:15; Isa 11: 1-3;  II Sam. 7:13, 16; Rom 1:3-4   Matt. 2:16

2     What second sign did John see in heaven?  (12:3-4)  Who does this represent? Is. 14:12-15
·    From your knowledge of how the number seven is used in Revelation, what does this tell you (seven heads, seven crowns) about Satan’s character and power?                           Matt. 4:8-9;   John 12:31; IICor. 4:4; II Cor. 11:14; Eph. 2:2; I Peter 5:8
3    What did John say about the child born to the woman and what happened to Him?      (12:5)                                             
·    How did Satan try to get rid of this promised Messiah?  Num. 23:7,11;  Matt 2:13-16;   4:3-9; 26:37-42; 27:46-50; Luke 16:23
4     Where did the woman go right after giving birth?  (12:6)  What does this represent?                 I Kings 17:3-6; 19:4-8                                        
II. THE STRUGGLE WITH SATAN (12:7-9)      
1      Where does the next conflict occur?  Who are the protagonists?  What’s the outcome of this conflict?  (12:7-9)
·      What part did the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus have in this outcome?      (Col. 3:13-15; John 14:1-3; Heb. 2:14-15)
·      Since Satan was hurled out of heaven, what is the significance of this outcome for the earth?  How would this insight help persecuted Christians? Eph. 6:2;   I Peter 5:8
2     Realizing what happened to the devil and his angels (12:9), how does the message in 12:5 give confidence and hope to believers?  (Rev. 4:11; 5:9-10)
3     How real do you think Satan is and when has he seemed most real to you?  Why?  
III.  THE SALVATION SONG OF THE CHRISTIANS  (12:10-12)

1   What inspiring announcement now comes out of heaven? (12:10)
·     From Job 1:7-12 what picture do you get of Satan before Christ’s victory and how has Christ’s salvation, power, rule and authority stopped Satan?  (I Peter 2:18-22;  Col 1:21-22; Rom. 8:1, 31-33)

2    On what basis is the believer today able to overcome Satan? (12:11)
·     When tempted by Satan “the accuser of our brothers,” how can we resist and fight back?  (Gal. 2:20; Eph. 4:27, James 1:12-15; I John 1:9)
3     What warning is given to Christians on earth?  (12:12, I Peter 4:12-19)

·     What do you need to do to become stronger for spiritual battle?

IV.  THE SAFETY OF GOD’S PEOPLE  (12:13-17)

1   What accounts for the devil’s fury during the final period of history?  (12:13)   How does he react to this?
·  How would this passage explain the persecution of the Jews throughout history?
       2       What happened when the dragon tried to destroy the woman?  (12:13-16)

·   How could 1948 when Israel was given Palestine by the world be a possible application of this?

3       When the dragon was unable to kill the woman, where did he redirect his destructive officials?  (12:17-13:1)

·   How can the church be viewed as the offspring of the woman? (Rom 4:16;              Gal. 3:6-9, 29)

APPLICATION

1       What have you learned from this chapter about the conflict between the Christian Church and demonic evil?

2      What do you need to do to strengthen your testimony in Jesus so you are better able to deal with Satan’s spiritual attacks?

3       How can you take this message of Chapter 12 and encourage a fellow believer who is struggling with his walk with Christ?
